
MINUTES - SPECIAL MEETING 
BOONE TOWN COUNCIL 

MARCH 8, 2007 
 

A special meeting of the Boone Town Council was called to order at 5:04 p.m., Thursday, March 
8, 2007, in the Council Chambers, 1500 Blowing Rock Road.  Mayor Loretta Clawson presided. 
Council members present were Bunk Spann, Dempsey Wilcox, Lynne Mason, Janet Pepin, and 
Rennie Brantz.  Water Study Committee members present were Mary Ruth McRae, Steve Owen, 
Pam Williamson, Skip Greene, and Rob Holton.  Staff members present were Greg Young-Town 
Manager, Kimberly Tester-Deputy Town Clerk, Rick Miller-Public Utilities Director, John 
Spear-Development Services Director, and Andrea Gimlin-Program Coordinator I.  Town 
Attorney Sam Furgiuele was also present. 
 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss secondary pressure zones. 
 
DISCUSSION OF WATER EXTENSIONS INTO SECONDARY PRESSURE ZONES           
Public Utilities Director Rick Miller began the discussion by presenting a memo containing a 
review of Ordinance 05-01 requirements and four maps of pressure zone areas around town 
including the New Market Estates area, the Council Oakes Subdivision area, the Charles/Gladys 
Street area, and the Kalmia Acres/Poplar Grove Road area (permanently on file).  Mr. Miller 
explained that when a developer installed a water tank, pump system, and water lines in a 
development, there is a one-year time limit where the developer is responsible for the condition 
and maintenance of the system.  After the one-year period, if the Town assumes ownership and 
responsibility of the system.  Discussion ensued concerning the advantages and drawbacks to 
extending water systems to areas within the secondary pressure zones.  Committee member Pam 
Williamson questioned why the Town does not focus on extending water along the major 
highway corridors instead of extending water to areas in the secondary pressure zones.  Mr. 
Miller displayed where water extensions exists along the Highway 421 East and West corridor, 
the Highway 321 corridor, and the Highway 105 corridor.  It was the consensus of the members 
of Council and the Water Study Committee that access to the Town’s water system should be 
available for citizens owning property located both in a secondary pressure zone and within the 
town limits.  Mr. Miller stated that there may be some areas located within secondary pressure 
zones where the geography would limit or prohibit the extension of a water system.  He further 
stated that the Town should adopt some guidelines beyond what the State of North Carolina 
requires for the installation of water systems in the secondary pressure zone by private 
developers.  Town Attorney Sam Furgiuele advised that such standards should be applied to all 
applications for water extension in the secondary pressure zone to ensure equality.  Upon a 
motion by Council member Mason, seconded by Council member Spann, the Water Study 
Committee moved to recommend to the Town Council that water allocation should be made 
available to properties that are not currently served and are now located within the secondary 
pressure zone in the town limits with the following stipulations: 
 
$ Minimum pipe size to insure fire flow requirements can be met. 
$ Pump stations should be designed by an engineer to allow for adequate needs. 
$ Storage tanks should be designed and sized to provide service and fire flow determined 

by an engineer. 
$ Telemetry systems should be wireless communications and adhere to Town of Boone 

requirements. 
$ Pressure protection should be each home owner’s responsibility to maintain. 
$ Maximum elevation for service area needs to be determined. 
 
The motion further states that no extensions should be granted outside of the town limits until the 
issue of expanding the water system into projected growth areas is further studied by the 
Planning Commission and that all costs for installation of a water system into the secondary 
pressure zone shall be the responsibility of the entity seeking the water allocation. 
 
 VOTE:  Aye - 9 (Brantz, Pepin, Spann, Mason, Wilcox, McRae, Greene, 

    Owen, and Williamson) 
 Nay - 0 
 Abstain - 1 (Holton) 

 
DISCUSSION OF WATER ALLOCATION EXPIRATION DATE



            
Town Attorney Sam Furgiuele stated that Ordinance 05-01 needs to be updated to include 
building permits in the section regarding the expiration of water allocation rights.  He explained 
that currently, a water allocation would expire within a year with a one-year extension with the 
payment of the availability fees or until the expiration of vested rights according to a Special Use 
permit.  Upon a motion by Council member Mason, seconded by Council member Wilcox, the 
Water Study Committee moved to recommend that the language of Ordinance 05-01 be updated 
to reflect that water allocation rights may expire with the expiration of the building permit. 
 
 VOTE:  Aye - All 

 Nay - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT
 
With no further discussion, Mayor Clawson adjourned the meeting at 6:36 p.m. 
 
 
   

          Deputy Town Clerk                Mayor 
 


